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Shop Local For Huge Savings

Historic  

MIDDLEBURG

www.GeorgeRobertsIns.com • csr@georgerobertsins.com

Middleburg
2361 Blanding Blvd. 
904-282-7665

Keystone Heights
333 Lawrence Blvd. 
352-473-7209

C. Scott Roberts 
Owner/Agent 

Insurance Rates Too High? 
We Can Help! 

Representing more than 30 A Rated 
insurance companies providing you the 

Best Insurance at the Best Price 

MIDDLEBURG SHIPPING & MORE
2710 Blanding Blvd
904-406-9166

SALES • PARTS • MOBILE SERVICE
904-214-3723

2581-A Blanding Blvd.
Middleburg, FL 32068

MyCustomCart.com

We make customizing your cart easy.
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Makenna Toelle: “Mar� al Arts had provided Makenna with so much discipline and growth and she’s very mature and 
responsible for a 12 year-old. This discipline has allowed Makenna to maintain straight A’s through 
her en� re elementary school journey. Makenna was accepted and will a� end the Orange Park Ju-
nior High Wildcats Accelerated Program. This program will allow Maken-
na to earn up to 8 credit hours towards High School.  Makenna tested for 
her Black Belt this past April and will receive her offi  cial Black Belt this 
October from her Master, Master Jan Lappin, and the World Tang Soo 
Do Associa� on. We are so very proud of Makenna and all of her accom-
plishments and look forward to what she will accomplish in the future.”
 — Angie Toelle

"Great Alterna� ve to Tradi� onal Daycare”
● Tradi� onal Karate ● Classes for all ages

THE AFTER-SCHOOL MARTIAL ARTS PROGRAM
that Passes Every Parent’s Toughest Test

“Developing Life Skills and Street Smarts!”

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Middleburg Mar� al Arts

2360 Blanding Blvd.
904-291-1335

middleburgmar� alarts.com 

Feed and 
Farm SupplyRussell’s 

(904) 291-5725 • 4479 C.R. 218 Middleburg • Mon – Sat: 8am to 7pm •  Sunday: 9am to 5pm

• ADM • Seminole
• Southern States • Hillandale

•  Diamond & Taste of the Wild Dog Food

Celebrating 23 Years of Service
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GordonChevy.com
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Round Up 2018 Chevrolet Silverado 

Crew (LD/LT)

up to
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going on now

AVA I L A B L E  AT

ST. JOHNS TOWN CENTER 

FLEMING ISLAND 

ORANGE PARK MALL 

HAPPY 100! 

Middleburg resident Audrey Smith celebrates a century  

– Page 10

BLACK CREEK LIVING

SCHOOL NEWS

CLAY ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE                        
    – INSIDE

By Wesley LeBlanc

School News

FLEMING ISLAND – Energy, force and motion 

came together recently in a unique way at Pa-

terson Elementary School.

While simply reading through the text-

book might work for some, sixth grade sci-

ence teacher Julie Killian prefers to get her 

students more involved. Weeks of research, 

design and following detailed instructions all 

came together Oct. 18 when science classes 

held balloon races on the school's cafetorium 

stage Students built cars that were then pow-

ered by balloons to learn how energy, force 

and motion work together to create motion.

“This is a very educational way to teach 

them about kinetic and potential energy be-

cause it’s applied right in front of their eyes,” 

Killian said. “It helps them see how these 

things work in real life.”

While this isn’t the fi rst time Killian has 

hosted a balloon-powered car competition 

in her fi ve-year career, it’s no less exciting. For 

her, it’s seeing the kids put what they learn 

into action and the excitement that comes 

with it that keeps this competition a staple at 

Paterson.

Each student was required with creating 

a race car powered by at least one 9-inch 

balloon. While they were allowed to use the 

internet for race car inspiration, Killian en-

couraged them to come up with their own 

design.

If a race car was unique enough, it earned 

the student a few bonus points. No matter 

how unique though, the car had to move off  

the force of a blown-up balloon, had to roll 

on at least three wheels and must have been 

made using exclusively recyclable materials 

found around the house. 

While these rules sounds strict, it didn’t 

stop students from coming up with some 

pretty unique race cars. One student, Sophia 

Zhao, 11, built one of the biggest cars in the 

race, so big that she didn’t even call it a car.

“It’s a bus,” Zhao said. “It’s made of index 

PHOTO BY WESLEY LEBLANC

Sixth graders use sharp-focused eyes after blowing up their race cars’ balloons Oct. 18 in the Paterson Elementary cafetorium.

Not your grandfather's balloon races
SEE BALLOONS, 4
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School News
HAPPENINGS FROM OUR CLAY COUNTY SCHOOLS

reading ● math ● writing • algebra ● geometry  

 ACT/SAT Prep ● robotics, co
ding & engineering courses 

Sylvan Gets Results!

Our students typically see up to

two times more growth in math

and reading scores than other

students.

Academic Check Up 

Only $75

(904) 269-2000

Expires 11-30-18. May not be combined with 

other coupons, promotions or discounts. 

Some restrictions apply. ct1118

Black CreekLIVING 2018

By Wesley LeBlanc

Staff Writer

FLEMING ISLAND – The Clay County 

School Board will hold a workshop on Nov. 

26 to determine how the board will move 

forward to replace the school board attor-

ney. 
School Board Attorney David D’Agata 

recently announced to the board that he 

was resigning from his position in Clay 

County to take a position as the Deputy 

General Counsel for the Florida Depart-

ment of Education. His final day will be 

Dec. 21, which means the school board has 

about seven weeks to find his replacement. 

D’Agata urged the school board to start the 

process during its regular Nov. 1 school 

board meeting.

“I want to do everything that I can 

to make sure that everyone is in a good 

place,” D’Agata said. “The board, you’re 

61% of Clay voters turnout

RESULTS
SEE TURNOUT, 11

School board takes small 
step to replace attorney

Relief for the Panhandle

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay County educators and the community collected supplies 

and goods for families impacted by Hurricane Michael. Superintendent Addison Davis 

and CCEA President Renna Lee Paiva are grateful for the outpouring. See story on page 3.

my client and I do an awful lot of work for 

the administration as well, and really what 

we’re looking at here, and what I would 

hope to achieve, is to get the ball rolling 

and get the data that is necessary for the 

board as it is constituted post-Nov. 6 to 

have the relevant data in front of it and po-

tentially, have candidates, at least present 

themselves as interested parties...as early 

as perhaps the end of the month.”

D’Agata said he knows that is very am-

bitious, but because of the short time he 

has in his current position, he believes it 

is imperative the board get started quickly.

He recommended the board hire a staff 

attorney to focus solely on operational con-

cerns and the Superintendent and staff and 

have a second attorney or law firm to rep-

resent the school board. While the school 

board was open to D’Agata’s 

By Eric Cravey

Managing Editor

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Buoyed by a 

61.39 percent voter turnout, Clay County 

voters said no to three proposed county 

charter amendments but gave the green-

light to a fourth amendment placing term 

limits on constitutional officers. A total of 

93,997 of Clay County’s 153,119 voters 

cast ballots. The amendment to give county 

commissioners three, four-year terms in-

stead of the two, four-years terms failed by 

a vote of 60,416 no votes to 26,882 yes 

votes or 69.21 percent to 30.79 percent. 

The measure was placed on the ballot over 

the summer by the Board of County Com-

missioners after the BCC-appointed Char-

ter Review Commission failed to pass a 

measure recommending the measure.

The amendment that would have raised 

county commissioner salaries over the 

next four years failed with 51,871 no votes 

to 33,228 yes votes or 60.95 percent no to 

39.05 yes. The measure would have wiped 

out a 2010 measure that voters passed 

freezing BCC member salaries at $37,000 

SEE LAWYER, 8

By the numbers results –  Page 20

Make a charitable donation
this holiday season.

Subscribe to the Clay Today for yourself or as a gift for 
someone else for one year at $34 and $10 will go back to the 

charity of your choice! Simply send a check for $34 or call 
the Clay Today office for the “Gift Guide Special.”

Return this ad to the Clay Today Office
3513 Hwy 17, Fleming Island, FL 32003

Mail or drop off check to the address above with this 
completed form or to pay by credit card call 904-264-3200

SUBSCRIPTION ADDRESS:

NAME _______________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

PHONE _______________________________ 

BILLING ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT):

NAME _______________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

PHONE _______________________________ 
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S pending time with loved 
ones and reflecting on all 
of the blessings the previ-

ous year has bestowed is a great 
way to celebrate the holiday sea-
son. But giving, entertaining and 
traveling are part of the season 
as well, and that can leave many 
people wondering how to finance 
their holiday season.

Many people admit to spend-
ing more than they initially intend-
ed to spend during the holiday 
season, leaving them with sizable 
bills to pay come January. This 
trend is dubbed the “holiday 
hangover,” and MagnifyMoney 
found that Americans racked up 
an average of $1,054 of debt 
during the 2017 holiday season, 
a 5 percent increase over 2016.  

Recent data from the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York says 
consumer credit card debt stands at 
$808 billion. A portion of that ongo-
ing debt is accumulated during the 
holidays — but it doesn’t have to be. 
By establishing a budget and a plan 
to pay down their debt, consumers 
can gift without grief.

The first step to establishing 
a holiday shopping budget is to 
make a list of all the people with 
whom you intend to exchange 
gifts. Jot down charitable gifts and 
entertaining/social expenses as 
well. With paper in hand, it can be 
easier to visualize just how many 
people are on the gift list, making 
it easier to allot a certain amount 
to each person. Friends and 
coworkers may receive less than 
family members. 

Next think about a total dollar 
amount to earmark for the holidays. 
This amount is something that you 

should be able to comfortably pay 
off in full at the end of the holiday 
season — no more than a month or 
two after New Year’s Day. 

Do not feel obligated to 
purchase more than one gift for 
each person on your list. Parents 
who want to have a few extra 
items under the tree for their 
children or who have to finance 
presents from Santa Claus can 
set aside more money to make 
such purchases. However, these 
gifts should also be factored into 
the overall budget.

It’s important to keep track of 
spending even after the budget has 
been created. This way you can see 
if you are adhering to your budget. 
Record gifts as you would checks in 
a register. Take home receipts and 
tally your spending to see if it aligns. 
Make adjustments as necessary if 
you are on track to go over your 
budget.

When budgeting, keep in mind 
the potentially inflated costs of hot 
items for the year. It can be tempt-
ing to splurge on the latest video 
game console, but will it be obsolete 
in a few months? Budgeting and 
frugal buying go hand-in-hand.

Budgets do not need to remain 
fixed from year to year. If this year 
was a banner year in terms of fi-
nances, you may be able to afford 
more. If it wasn’t, you may have to 
cut back. True friends and close 
family members should under-
stand that the value of the gift is 
not based on its price tag.

Budgeting is important for 
holiday spending. With a budget 
in hand, consumers can avoid 
holiday hangover and potential 
financial ruin for months to come.

How to
build a
holiday 
giving 
budget

Affordable. Convenient. Smart.

Register Online:

www.CCCCHealth.com
Or Call  (904) 264-2651 ext. 214

Register In-Person: 
Clay County Chamber 

1845 Town Center Blvd., Ste. 410 
Fleming Island, FL 32003

NO DOCTOR’S ORDER OR INSURANCE REQUIRED

Blood Panel Includes:
•Comprehensive Metabolic Panel (CMP)
•Lipid Profi le
•Complete Blood Count (CBC)
•Thyroid Stimulating Hormone (TSH)
•Uric Acid
•Men Only—Prostate-Specifi c Antigen (PSA) (+$20)

Get Low-Cost Lab Panels
Give the Gift of Life

Affordable. Convenient. Smart.

$55 COMPLETE 
BLOOD PANEL 

$20 PSA (MEN ONLY)
(You cannot order the PSA $20 without also ordering the Blood Panel $55)

The Clay Chamber of Commerce is not responsible for the validity of the blood test results
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T he holiday season begins 
at the end of November 
and stretches into the first 

week of January. But this five-week 
stretch may not necessarily be the 
best time for everyone to shop.

Harvard Business Review says 
that the retail industry has been 
turned on its head in recent 
years, and shoppers and retail-
ers may want to rethink their ap-
proaches to the holiday shop-
ping season. Consumers are 
no longer interested in retailers 
dictating their shopping sched-
ules, and some people have 
grown accustomed to buying 
products when they want them 
— especially when price is of no 
concern. 

Even budget-conscious 
shoppers have changed their 
habits, says the shopping ad-
visor RetailNext. Many holiday 
shoppers are delaying their 
shopping until January to take 
advantage of post-season sales. 

Holiday shopping need not 
wait until after the holiday season, 
either. A 2017 RetailMeNot sur-
vey found that 45 percent of U.S. 
consumers said they planned to 
start shopping before November 1. 
One-quarter of the survey respon-
dents said they planned to start 
shopping before October, and 12 
percent started shopping for the 
holidays in the summer. 

So when should consumers 
do their holiday shopping? It all 
depends on what fits a person’s 

individual needs. 
Shop sales, not schedules. If 

budget is a big concern, shop-
pers should grab items that are 
on sale whenever they are avail-
able. That can mean shopping 
at any time of the year. People 
can try making a master shop-
ping list early in the year and 
saving it on their mobile phones. 
While shopping throughout the 
year, items from the list can be 
purchased and stored until the 
holidays.

Shop your strengths. Those 
who get a thrill from tackling their 

entire shopping list in one haul 
can still do that. Shopping in this 
manner can help shoppers focus 
on the task at hand and reduce 
the likelihood of wasting time. But 
keep in mind that, according to 
a survey conducted by Business 
Wire, 65 percent of holiday shop-
pers scramble to complete their 
purchases in the last two weeks 
before Christmas, so shoppers 
who delay may be stuck in long 
lines at the mall.

Embrace in-store pickup. 
Many retailers are merging their 
online and brick-and-mortar 

operations. Shoppers have the 
convenience of price-compar-
ison and online shopping, with 
the physical enjoyment of going 
out to the store to complete their 
purchases. In-store pickup often 
enables shoppers to avoid hefty 
shipping fees, as in-store pickup 
is free. Plus, scoping out items 
online — and ensuring they’re 
in stock — saves the hassle of 
making a trip in vain. 

Shoppers can look beyond 
the conventional holiday season 
to get the best prices and deals 
that fit their shopping needs.

How to
time holiday
shopping 
right
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T he average American 
shopper will spend around 
$975 on holiday gifts, 

according to past spending 
trends and estimates from the 
American Research Group and 
the National Retail Federation. 
Although shoppers have various 
payment options at their disposal, 
the use of credit cards remains a 
popular and financially savvy way 
to handle purchases, albeit when 
done correctly. 

1. Build 
your credit 
history.

Creditors 
look at how 
individuals 
use credit 
cards when determining credit 
scores. One of the biggest compo-
nents of a credit scoring model is 
payment history, or the pattern of 
using credit and paying it back on 
time. Making repeated purchases 

on credit cards and then paying 
the bill when it is due can result in 
a spike in credit score and help 
consumers build a healthy credit 
history. The key is to make pay-
ments in full and on time. 

2. Credit is safer than carrying 
cash.

Stores are very busy during 
the holiday rush, and consumers 
are easily distracted. Carrying 
around large sums of cash for 

purchases can put you at risk for 
theft or losing the money along 
the way. There’s little chance of 
having lost or stolen cash re-
turned, but a credit card can be 
cancelled and replaced. Plus, 
financial institutions have secu-
rity protocols in place to freeze 
accounts and erase purchases 
that were made under fraudu-
lent scenarios.

3. Track your purchases.
Credit card companies track 

all purchases and will itemize 

5 reasons
it’s smart to 
use credit 
when holiday 
shopping

Credit cards are 
often a safe and 
effective way to 
handle holiday 
and everyday 
spending.

WE’RE THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE OUR 2019 SEASON SCHEDULE

Buy your tickets!  904-641-1212  |  alhambrajax.com

ALHAMBRA THEATRE TICKETS MAKE  
GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS

THIS HILARIOUS COMEDY IS A  
MUST-SEE!

LIFE!MID -
THE CRISIS mUSICAL

neil simon’s

the musical 
 

celebr
ation

ABBA-SOLUTELY FABULOUS FUN!

JAN. 9 - FEB. 10 

AUG. 7 - SEPT. 15 MAY 8 - JUNE 9

FEB. 20 - MAR. 24 

SEPT. 18 - OCT. 13

MAR. 27 - MAY 5 

OCT. 23 - NOV. 24 

JUNE 12 - JULY 28

NOV. 27 - DEC. 24

Tony® Award-winning musical show

on stage may 8 - june 9

1329 Park Ave.
264-5464 

orangeparkfurniture.com 

Every size, 
every style 

recliner

ON SALE NOW 
at $100 OFF

Every SANTA deserves 
a new recliner...
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shopping excursions on card-
holders’ statements. This can 
make it much easier to keep 
track of your spending. In addi-
tion, some stores do not require 
receipts for purchases made 
with credit cards.

4. Earn reward points while 
spending.

Competition in the credit 
card world is stiff, and many 
financial institutions are trying 
to entice customers with special 
deals for signing up and using 
their cards. Some credit cards 
give cash back. Others accrue 
points based on spending on 
particular categories, such as 
dining or travel. Rewards can be 
redeemed in various ways and 
can be a big bonus of using 
credit over cash.

5. Cards may come with 
warranties.

Credit cards can provide 
built-in warranties on purchas-
es made on the card, such as 
replacement coverage for an 
electronic device or cancellation 
insurance on a trip. What’s more, 
if you have a dispute with a mer-
chant or aren’t happy with some-
thing you bought, you can often 
request a chargeback through 
the credit card company.

Credit cards have many ad-
vantages, but it’s imperative that 
consumers pay their balances in 
full and on time.

A ccording to a survey of 
more than 2,000 adults in 
the United States conduct-

ed in September 2017 by the International 
Council of Shopping Centers, holiday 
shoppers still prefer to shop at physical 
retailers for their gifting needs. The survey 
found that nearly all shoppers (96 per-
cent) planned to make a purchase from 
a retailer who has both a physical and on-
line presence. Furthermore, 91 percent of 
holiday shoppers said they were planning 
to buy some of the items they researched 
online at physical locations. Even though 
online sales are booming, this data rein-
forces the fact that holiday shoppers still 
rely on brick-and-mortar stores. Retailers 
who understand how to seamlessly offer 
both online resources as well as a strong 
physical retail presence may enjoy an es-
pecially profitable holiday season.

Did you 
know?

All expert custom
Design & Repair 

Work Done 
Right Here

On Premises.

668 Kingsley Ave. Orange Park • (904) 278-2480 • kingsleyjewelry.com
Tues. — Fri. 10am to 6pm • Sat. 10am to 3pm

50%
OFF
Seiko 
Citizen
$7 Watch 
Batteries

Clay County’s Oldest Jeweler

KINGSLEY JEWELRY

Highest Quality Jewelry at Wholesale Prices

Glamorous Holiday Selections
Luxury 

Diamond 
Selection

HUGE Inventory 
of loose 

diamonds

n
cchh 

y 

Our Ring Builder Program 
allows you to create 

your own unique design
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A glass of wine makes a 
nice accompaniment 
to a meal or something 

to enjoy and sip while conversing 
with friends in social situations. 
Many people have a favorite style 
of wine, and some even have a 
favorite vineyard. In addition, the 
popularity of wine makes it a ver-
satile gift for the holidays or some-
thing to bring along to a holiday 
party as a hostess present.

Novice wine enthusiasts may 
be interested in learning more 
about wine so they can choose 
their wine selections for gifting 
and enjoyment more readily. 
According to the experts at Wine 
Enthusiast, learning to taste wine 
and differentiate between flavors 
is similar to appreciating art or 
music. Understanding the vari-
etals can simplify the process of 

selecting wines.
• 

Cabernet 
Sauvignon: This 
is a full-bodied 
red grape heav-
ily planted in the 
Bordeaux region of 
France. Cabernet 
generally has high levels of alco-
hol and tannins. 
• Merlot: The smoothness and 
mild flavor of this red wine make 
it a great option for those who 
need an introduction to red 
wine. This wine is lower in tannins 
than Cabernet Sauvignon, and it 
tends to have a more fruity flavor 
profile as well.
• Cabernet Franc: This is a 
light- to middle-weight wine that 
features a high acid content and 
savory flavors. 
• Malbec and Carménère: 
Similar to Merlot, these grapes 

originated in France but then 
made their way to other regions 
of the world. Malbec is most 
popular in Argentina, while 
Carménère is grown in Chile.
• Zinfandel: Although mostly as-
sociated with the rosé wine White 
Zinfandel, Zinfandel is actually 
a medium-bodied red wine that 
originated in Croatia. 
• Pinot Noir: Soft tannins and 
high acid give this light-bodied 
red wine its appeal. The grapes 
were first widely planted in France 
but can now be found elsewhere.
• Chianti: Chianti is the most 
famous Italian red wine in North 
America. It’s a dry red that pairs 
very well with food. Chianti, 
which comes from the Chianti 
region in Tuscany, is made exclu-
sively with Sangiovese grapes, or 
at least 80 percent of them and 
other blends. 
• Chardonnay: This is a medium- 
to full-bodied dry white wine. The 
Chardonnay grape is a white 
grape from the Burgundy region 

of France.
• Sauvignon Blanc: Citrus-
driven and often light-bodied, 
Sauvignon Blanc is another dry 
white grape planted widely in 
France. It also is a parent grape 
to Cabernet Sauvignon.
• Pinot Gris/Pinot Grigio: Pinot 
Grigio is a zesty, dry white wine 
that is particularly associated with 
Italy even though it originated in 
France, where it is thought to be a 
mutation of the Pinot Noir grape. 
Pinot Grigio skins are not green 
like other white grapes, but have 
a gray hue, hence the name.
• Reisling: Those who prefer a 
sweet white wine can opt for 
Reisling, which can be traced 
to Germany. It can be a good 
match for those who appreciate 
other sweet white wines, such as 
Moscato or Gewürztraminer.

There are many wines to 
tempt palates. When gifting, the 
selections mentioned above can 
tempt foodies and budding som-
meliers alike.

 Get to know
favorite wines
  for giving
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T he fitness industry is 
booming and attracting 
new devotees every day. 

Research from the International 
Health, Racquet and Sportsclub 
Association says 2017 was a 
strong year for the health and 
fitness industry, and several health 
clubs have built on that success 
in 2018. 

The growth of the fitness 
industry has included a surge 
in boutique fitness regimens. 
While major clubs offer classes, 
separate boutique clubs also 
are thriving. Clubs focusing 
on ballet barre, Cross-Fit® and 
Orangetheory® are just some 

examples of the booming bou-
tique fitness industry. 

Holiday shoppers with fit-
ness fans on their list can look 
to their loved ones’ love of 
physical activity when seeking 
inspiration for holiday gifts. 
Purchasing gifts for someone 
with a specific hobby or in-
terest can often be daunting 
because enthusiasts may have 
firm ideas of what they like and 
want to use. While the same 
can be said for athletes and 
people who live active life-
styles, there are plenty of gifts 
that will appeal to those who 
embrace fitness as part of their 
lifestyle.

Bluetooth head-
phones: Music 
can inspire 
and get fitness 
buffs motivated. 
Bluetooth head-
phones connect 
wirelessly to 
most devices, 
and such head-
phones won’t 
get tangled up 
while running or 
hitting the ellipti-
cal at the gym. 
Select a pair that 
are lightweight 
and comfortable 
and securely fit 
in the ears for 
ultimate conve-
nience.

Reversible yoga 
mat: Active yogis 
know just how 
much a stretch 

session can work up a sweat. 
Throw in an hour of hot yoga, 
and perspiration will certainly 
be flowing. Everyone recognizes 
Lululemon for their comfortable 
workout attire, but the company 
also has a reversible yoga mat 
that wicks away moisture during 
yoga sessions. When gifting 
yoga mats, throw in a yoga mat 
carrier as well.

Fitness tracker: Active people 
often like to track their progress 
during a workout or to see just 
how much they’ve been moving 
during the day. Fitness track-
ers are ideal for this. Different 

brands 
come at various 

price points to make 
giving easier on the budget.

Personal blender: Diet plays 
a big role in fitness, and many 
fitness enthusiasts enjoy protein 
shakes and smoothies as part of 
their daily regimen. A personal 
blender makes enough for a 
single bottle at a time. Some are 
designed so the blender tube is 
actually the receptacle that can 
be carried on the go.

Suspension training kit: Many 
workouts are based on coun-
terbalancing body weight to 
drive up resistance. Suspension 
training, like the workouts from 
TRX, utilize a network of straps 
so athletes can put their body 
weight to use in a variety of ex-
ercises. A portable kit can be set 
up wherever it’s needed.

Dumbbell set: Weight training 
can boost metabolism and 
strengthen bones and muscles. 
When athletes can’t make it to 
the gym, a home set of dumb-
bells can ensure they still get 
their strength-training sessions in.

Workout bag: A durable duffel bag 
that can tote a change of clothes, 
towel, equipment, and more to and 
from workouts is a gift any fitness 
enthusiast can enjoy.

Outfitting fitness enthusiasts 
with the tools of the trade is a 
surefire way to purchase a holi-
day-gift hit. 

Gift ideas for
fitness fans
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V ideo games have a strong 
and enduring fan base. 
Since their inception in the 

early 1970s, video games have 
been a popular component of 
personal recreation and culture. 

The Entertainment Software 
Association’s annual report 
says 65 percent of homes in the 

United States own a gaming 
device, while 48 percent own “a 
dedicated game console.” The 
report also indicates consumers 
spent $25.5 billion on gaming in 
2015, with $16.5 billion on gam-
ing content alone.

Although video games origi-
nated as arcade entertainment 

and one- or two-player games 
that were enjoyed exclusively 
in one’s home, they’ve expand-
ed to be technical wonders 
that can connect gamers with 
other fans from all around the 
globe. Today’s multiplayer online 
games feature participants from 
all walks of life who connect via 
their gaming consoles, comput-
ers, tablets, and smartphones.

The holiday season is a prime 
time to outfit gamers with new 
gear. When shopping for gifts for 
gamers, keep these suggestions 
in mind.

New console: Gamers have 
more console options than ever 
before. Shoppers can choose 
between the ultra-portable 
Nintendo Switch; the Xbox One 
X, which boasts 4K capability; 
and the PS4. For those who don’t 
know where to start, a console 
upgrade can be the way to go.

Controller charger: Video game 
controller chargers and docks 
can give renewed power to 
controllers. Thanks to a charger, 
controllers will always be pow-
ered up and at the ready when 
it’s time for hard core play.

Content gift card: Gift-givers can 
offer gift cards to favorite video 
game stores and online gaming 
content, including Steam. Steam 
is a digital distributor platform 

for PC gaming that also features 
social networking services.

Gaming headsets: The right 
headset can immerse gamers 
more fully in the sounds and ac-
tions of their favorite games. An 
attached microphone enables 
gamers to keep in contact with 
multiplayers.

Classic game cartridge system: 
Retro game systems enable 
classic game enthusiasts to plug 
in their old cartridges and output 
them to the TV over HDMI. 

Wireless controllers: If the con-
sole didn’t come with a wireless 
controller, it’s time to upgrade. 
Wireless versions enable players 
to move wherever they need 
to and not be restricted by the 
length of a cable.

Gaming keyboards: A gaming 
keyboard puts those who do 
the bulk of their gaming on PCs 
or streaming computer displays 
over TV in greater control.

Sound bar: Turn that action into 
impressive sound with a sound 
bar hooked up to the television. 
Built-in bass or a separate sub-
woofer can amplify the tone 
even further.

There are many options for get-
ting coveted gifts for gamers this 
holiday season.

Holiday gift ideas for
  avid gamers

D id you grab your L.O.L. 
Surprise dolls last year? 
What about Hatchimals 

the year before? Each year, a new 
crop of must-have toys surfac-
es. Smart shoppers who do their 
research and prepare in advance 
of the holidays can grab these 
coveted gifts. 

Each year, industry experts 
weigh in on which toys are sure 
to be hits with children and 
adults. This data can help shop-
pers become more informed 
consumers and may help pre-
vent the last-minute rush when 
coveted gifts are already sold 
out and new stock is nowhere 
in sight. The following are some 
gifts children may want to see 
wrapped and waiting under the 
tree this year.

Pomsies by Skyrocket 
These are fashionable plush pets 
for children to nurture. They’re 
adorable and designed to travel 
with children in a backpack or 
wrapped around kids’ wrists. 
The kitties can be played with in 

a one-on-one setting and also 
have a mode for social play.

Luvabella 
This is a life-like baby doll that 
features many of the same sur-
prises that come with a real live 
infant. Realistic facial expressions 
and responses, as well as inter-
active accessories, can make 
this a true-to-life experience for 
young girls or boys.

Blind bag toys 
Children seemingly can’t get 
enough of collectible playthings 
that focus on the act of unbox-
ing. The Toy Association says 
sales for collectible playthings 
grew by 14 percent globally 
in 2017. The act of removing a 
surprise from packaging is just as 
exciting as the toy itself. Expect 
to find many more of these types 
of collectibles this year.

Mecard 
This is a battle-action game from 
Mattel based on the Korean an-
imated series “Turning Mecard.” 

Mecards are cars that transform 
into hero or villain action figures 
when they drive over a pow-
er-charged card.

Think & Learn Code-a-Pillar 
This toy from Fisher-Price gives 
youngsters an early introduction 
to STEM. They learn basic cod-
ing, planning and sequencing 
skills by connecting segments of 
a cute caterpillar. 

SelfieMic Selfie Stick 
Microphone 
Children who are into social me-
dia karaoke apps can transform 
themselves into pop stars. They 
can sing along to their favor-
ite tunes as a solo artist or with 
friends in a group. This device 
works in conjunction with the 
StarMaker singing app available 
for iOs and Android.

Slimy squishy toys 
These types of toys were a big 
hit in 2017 and stand to remain 
big sellers this year. Make-your-
own and premade versions of 
slime and squishy products are 
sure to be filling up the shelves of 
neighborhood stores. WeCool’s 
Squishy Like Slime is one option 
to keep an eye on.

K’NEX building sets 
These sets from K’NEX marry 
tangible building with interactive 
play. Once kids build the sets, 
which can include roller coasters 
and more, they can take them 
on a virtual reality ride.

These are just some of the hot 
toys and gifts that are primed as 
big sellers for this holiday season.

  HOT TOY LIST 
for 2018
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PETERBROOKE CHOCOLATIER OAKLEAF TOWN CENTER
9640 CROSSHILL BLVD, SUITE 106 • JACKSONVILLE, FL

PHONE: (904) 771-4355

Create a memorable impression with a gift 
from Peterbrooke Chocolatier.

Give the Gift of Chocolate

2 Great Locations:
2494 Blanding Blvd, Ste 8A

Middleburg
1811 Golden Eagle Pkwy

Fleming Island

Style Boutique
High Quality, Low PricesHig

“..it’s blessed to be dressed without 
your purse being stressed.”

2494 Bla
M

G ifting students with tech 
is a surefire way to help 
them with their educa-

tions. In a 2013 Harris Interactive 
poll, 86 percent of teachers 
thought it was important or abso-
lutely essential to use edtech in the 
classroom. In addition, 96 percent 
of teachers felt edtech increased 
student engagement in learn-
ing. Today’s students are more 
tech-savvy than ever before, so 
hot gadgets figure to be coveted 
items this holiday season. Here’s 
what to add to holiday shopping 
lists.

E-reader: Digital e-readers en-
able students to carry an entire 
library of books in one small 
device. Full backpacks or small 
dorm rooms bogged down by 
piles of books are a thing of the 
past. E-readers have highlighting 
and notetaking features that can 
facilitate learning.

Digital assistant: Digital assis-
tants pack a lot of intelligence 
into their diminutive size. When 
paired with smart home devices, 
digital assistants can be used to 
turn on lights or small applianc-
es, making them an asset in a 
bedroom or a dorm room.

Smart bulbs or alarm clocks: 
The importance of lighting on 
mood and function has been 
well-documented. Innovative LED 
bulbs and technology can sim-
ulate various times of day and 
even be used for mood lighting. 
Instead of waking up to a blaring 
alarm buzzer, students afraid of 
sleeping in can set special light-
ed clocks to gradually brighten, 

simulating the rising of the sun.

Streaming media players: 
Devices like Roku, Amazon Fire 
stick and Apple TV can broaden 
media horizons. These players 
are paired with viewing apps 
(some free; others requiring 
subscriptions) that can do ev-
erything from stream TV, movies 
and music, and offer connectivi-
ty to the internet. They’re a boon 
when setting up a functional 
student spot for hanging out.

Earbuds: Students can never 
have enough quality earbuds 
for personal use or school study. 
Whether walking around cam-
pus listening to music, using 
a classroom chromebook or 
catching up on an audiobook, 
earbuds are a must-have for 
modern students.

Digital tracking devices: 
Students can keep tabs on 
prized possessions by using 
Bluetooth-enabled tracking de-
vices, like TrackR. These plastic 
gadgets can be placed on or in 
items and paired with Android 
and iOS apps on smartphones. 
The user then locates the item 
through a locate network.

Computer workstation: Even 
though handheld digital devices 
are functional and in demand, a 
student can always use a quality 
laptop or desktop computer for 
writing papers or doing research.

Students can benefit from a 
world of tech this holiday sea-
son. It’s time to start shopping to 
secure the hottest items.

Technological gifts
    for students
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PET SUPPLIES PLUS

PETSUPPLIESPLUS.COM

ATLANTIC BEACH
977 Atlantic Blvd.
904.853.6406

ORANGE PARK
510 Blanding Blvd.
904.375.1232

Minus the hassle.

• Self-Serve Dog Wash
• Large Selection of Natural Foods

Orijen, Acana, Fromm, Zignature, 
and Taste of the Wild just to name a few!
• Locally & Veteran Owned

• Grooming

'Tis the Season to
SPOIL!

PS+ Holiday Throw Blankets, Dog 
or Cat Toys, Apparel & Accessories, 

or Dog Treats & Rawhides

347 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park 
www.parkavenuefl orist.net

Orange Park • Middleburg • Green Cove Springs

Deck the halls - and tables, 
and mantles, and foyers...

904.264.2012
800.275.1189

Park Avenue
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP B y the time they reach se-

nior status, many adults 
have amassed a ton of 

stuff along with their irreplaceable 
knowledge. Come their golden 
years, grandparents and other 
aging loved ones probably don’t 
need much in the way of material 
possessions, which can make it 
challenging to find them holiday 
gifts. 

Finding great gifts for seniors 
may take a little more effort, but 
with these ideas at the ready, 
it’s likely gift-givers can make this 
holiday merry for everyone on 
their shopping lists.

Family photo memories
Many seniors love to talk about 
their life histories. What better 
way to be the catalyst for con-
versation than to create a photo 
album that chronicles their lives? 
Photos can be included along-
side historical documents, such 
as old school projects, military 
discharge papers, awards, and 
even genealogical information. 
Photo puzzles, photo calendars 
and any home decor with a pho-
to printed on it are variations on 
this theme.

Assistance gifts 
Seniors want to remain as inde-
pendent as possible. By giving 
items that help them do just that, 
you can bring smiles to their 
faces. 

One idea is motion-sensing light 
switches and fixtures. If and 
when nature calls in the middle 
of the night, hallways or bath-
rooms can be illuminated effort-
lessly. 

Shower and bathroom grab bars 
are another idea. These provide 
extra security and stability when 
getting in and out of the shower 
or when using the toilet.

For seniors who just need a little 
extra reach, a grab tool can 
easily snag packages from a top 
shelf or pick up items that may 
have dropped to the floor, elimi-
nating bending or straining.

Practical technology
Seniors may not be as immersed 
in technology as young people, 
but they purchase their share of 
gadgets and increasingly rely 
on tech to get through the day. 
To free up more time for rest and 
relaxation, invest in an iRobot 
Roomba Robot Vacuum. This sim-
ple device will clean floors easily, 
moving from room to room with-
out the need for a bulky canister 
or upright vacuum.

Consider an easy-to-use tablet, 
pre-loaded with handy appli-
cations. Grandparents can use 
video chatting to keep in touch 
with grandchildren living across 
the country. Easily refill prescrip-
tion medication with a pharma-
cy app just a click away. Stream 
favorite movies or channels 
through video streaming sites, 
like Netflix or Amazon Prime. 
Tablets tend to be lightweight, 
portable and user-friendly.

Personal care
Even independent seniors may 
benefit from a little extra com-
panionship and assistance when 
family members are not able 
to make frequent visits. Hiring 
a visiting care worker, who can 
do everything from organizing 
pills to making dinner to tackling 
some laundry, can provide the 
help seniors need with their daily 
errands.

Seniors are a thriving and grow-
ing demographic. It may seem 
challenging to purchase gifts for 
older loved ones, but with a little 
know-how, it’s easy to find the 
right present.

Gifts for 
seniors do 
not have to be 
a challenge 
to find. Many 
services and 
items will 
be ideal.

Great
gifts for 
beloved 
seniors
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H oliday shopping lists are 
being made, and there 
is a strong chance that 

clothing has made many of those 
lists. Year after year, apparel, 
along with technology and books, 
dominate the top giving catego-
ries, according to Nielsen Global 
Holiday Spending Expectations. 
However, before rushing out to buy 
that new sweater or pair of slacks, 
shoppers are urged to follow a few 
tips that can make clothing shop-
ping easier.

• Mimic the recipient’s sense 
of style. Take your shopping cues 
from the types of clothing your 
loved one typically wears. Now is 
not the time to try to impart your 
own fashion sense on some-
one else. Enlist help if you’re not 
exactly sure of your loved one’s 
sense of style; retail associates 
are there to help.

Stick with classics. Instead of 
mimicking his or her style, you 
can always select from classic 
apparel or general categories if 
they seem like they might be the 
right fit. Certain pieces, such as 

classic black pants or a skirt or a 
camisole and cardigan, always 
work seamlessly in a wardrobe. 
A gentleman might appreciate 
a new dinner jacket or blazer 
for those special occasions like 
a night out on the town. Opt for 
muted colors unless the recipient 
to make a statement.

Find out the right size. This can 
take some investigatory work, 
but enlist other friends or family 
members to determine which size 
clothing your loved one wears. 
Otherwise, do some subtle sleuth-
ing. Indirectly inquire as to size 
in general conversation. Or you 
can be forthcoming and say, “I’d 
like to get you clothing as a gift, 
what sizes do you wear?”

Discover his or her favorite 
stores. Through your relationship, 
you may have learned about 
your loved one’s favorite clothing 
stores. Such knowledge can give 
you a better sense of where to 
shop. 

Get gift receipts and learn the 
exchange policy. Even items 

purchased with the best inten-
tions might not be right or fit 
correctly. Give the gift recipient 
an easy out by including a gift 
receipt with the present. This way 
he or she can exchange the gift 
for something else at full pur-
chase price. Avoid retailers with 
especially stringent exchange 
policies.

Enroll in a clothing subscription 
service. You don’t need to buy 
clothes to gift clothing. Another 

way to gift clothing is to enroll 
your loved one in a trial for a 
clothing service. Clothing ser-
vices ask members a few ques-
tions, and then fashion special-
ists will choose select pieces to 
ship each month. The clothing 
can be kept or returned for new 
items. 

Clothing gifts are very popu-
lar. Gift-givers can help ensure 
they’re well received by selecting 
items with care.

How to buy clothes  
  as holiday gifts

Q uite a number of people take pleasure 
from finding gifts under the tree and 
then having the opportunity to tear open 

the wrapping paper and see which treasures 
are inside. But there also is a category of people 
who claim they have all they could ever need 
and want and insist that gifts are not necessary. 
In such instances, what are gift-givers to do?

Some people prefer to eschew gifts be-
cause they simply do not have the funds to 
reciprocate the generosity. Seniors may be 
reticent to accept gifts because they’ve al-
ready obtained many things throughout their 
lives and could be at a point where they’re 
downsizing and simply do not need any more 
material things. Others could be overwhelmed 
with clutter and have decided that a minimal-
ist approach is the way to go. A little investi-
gation may be necessary to get to the root of 
the no-gift mindset and then gift-givers can 
decide whether they should buy a loved one 
a gift or find another way to show how much 
they car.

Offer something handmade. Gifts come in 
all shapes and forms, and handmade gifts — 
particularly the consumable kind — won’t take 
up space and can show just how much you 
care. Craft a personalized batch of wine, bake 
a cherished family recipe, develop a uniquely 
scented bath fizzy, or harness another creative 
talent you may have. If the gift is handmade, 

there is a bigger chance it will be received 
with grace, even from someone who is reluc-
tant to receive gifts.

Give new life to a cherished item. Think about 
an item that may be a loved one’s most prized 
possession. Perhaps it is a porcelain doll from 
childhood or a photograph that can use re-
framing? Offer to have such an item repaired 
or restored if it’s starting to show its age.

Offer an experience as a gift. Research from 
Harris says three-quarters of millennials pre-
fer experiences over material items, and are 
spending more on travel, cultural events and 
dining out than objects. Even people who are 
reluctant to receive gifts may appreciate the 
gift of an experience that can broaden their 
horizons.

Explore useful gifts. These types of gifts may 
include gift cards to a frequently used super-
market, membership to a fitness center or 
even enrollment in a roadside assistance club. 
A subscription to a streaming movie service 
also is a great and useful gift.

Gift of company. Sometimes the best pres-
ent is the gift of one’s presence. If a recipient 
really wants nothing, perhaps an evening 
spent together in one another’s company will 
make a great gift.

 Holiday giving
for reluctant recipients
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Navigating 
office gifting 
can be tricky. 
It’s important 
to avoid overly 
personal 
items.

G ift giving in the workplace 
can be challenging territory 
to navigate. And as anyone 

who has received an inappropriate 
gift or something that really wasn’t 
useful can attest, he or she probably 
doesn’t want to face a situation in 
which a gift leads to office gossip.  

According to a poll conducted 
by Harris, around half of workers 
plan to gift at least one business as-
sociate around the holidays but are 
confused about what to give. Too 
often it’s up to workers to navigate 
these etiquette minefields on their 
own, but the following tips can help 
the process go smoothly.

Keep it impersonal. Impersonal doesn’t mean it’s 
acceptable to grab anything off the shelf. But the 
gift should not be something that would offend 
tastes or sentiments. Avoid clothing, perfume, 
jewelry, or accessories. Lotions and other scented 
items are also ill-advised. 

Skip your boss. Etiquette experts say that gifts 
should flow downward not upward in the realm 
of employment ranking. That means it’s best to 
stick with gifting colleagues who are on the same 
level as you. Buying a gift for the boss may look like 
you’re simply trying to score brownie points instead 
of offering a meaningful gift.

Give group gifts. Rather than gifting individuals, it 
can be safer to give a group gift from which many 
can benefit. This can include coffee and pastries 
from a nearby bakery, or a bouquet of flowers to 
brighten up the office environment. 

Keep prices modest. Office giving is not about 
illustrating who can afford the most expensive gift. 
Remember, some people will not be able to recip-
rocate, and they shouldn’t feel uncomfortable for 
being on the receiving end of a lavish gift. 

Follow the rules. Gift exchanges should be cleared 
with supervisors or human resources professionals. 
It pays to check if there are rules in place for gifting 
others.

Avoid cash gifts. Giving cash or checks is not a 
good idea. Money should only come by way of 
bonuses from higher-ups. If you’re stuck on what to 
give, a gift card to a store that a coworker visits is 
acceptable.

Gifting at work is complicated, and certain eti-
quette should be followed so no lines are crossed. 

Giving the gift of an experience is a rising 
trend, particularly among millennials.  
Harris research has determined that millennials (defined 
as people born between 1980 and 1996) highly value expe-
riences, and they are increasingly spending time and money on them. Types 
of experiences include athletic pursuits, cultural visits, concerts, social events, 
and various travel. The research goes on to say that more than three out of four 
millennials choose to spend money on a desirable experience instead of buying 
a product. And it’s not just millennials. Overall, consumer spending has shifted in 
the last 10 to 15 years. HSBC bank chief economist Kevin Logan has said con-
sumer spending on recreation, travel and eating out has been trending upward 
for more than a decade, while purchases of clothing and shoes as a share of 
discretionary spending has dropped. These trends can help drive purchases 
during holiday gift-giving. Gifts that are more experience-oriented may be more 
appreciated by their recipients.

Did you know?

Workplace
gifting etiquette:
Get giving right
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T he holiday season is an 
exciting time of year, and 
it is easy to get swept up 

in the decorations, crowds and 
social engagements. Despite the 
joviality and revelry of the holiday 
season, there is also the poten-
tial to become a target of theft. 
Allstate Insurance says break-ins, 
package theft, online hacking, 
and pick-pocketing incidences 
increase around this time of year. 
As a result, it’s imperative that cel-
ebrants exercise caution come the 
holiday season.

Stop the “porch pirates”
Shoppers are not the only ones 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of 

packages come the holiday 
season. Thieves are ready and 
waiting to snatch up items once 
they are delivered. Dubbed 
“porch pirates,” these criminals 
take packages off of porch-
es when the delivery services 
leave them behind. According 
to a study by Blink, a video 
security company, residents 
of rural areas have a higher 
chance of being victimized by 
these crimes, which can occur 
anywhere. A 2016 survey from 
InsuranceQuotes.com found 
that roughly one in 10 adults has 
had a package stolen from his 
or her home before they were 
able to open it.

To avoid such crimes, consider 
having packages sent to a busi-
ness location where there are 
more people around to receive 
them or to a neighbor who is 
home all day. Other suggestions 
include requiring a signature 
through the shipping service 
upon deliver or requesting the 
package be dropped off in a 
concealed area.

Be alert of your surroundings
While shopping in busy malls 
and other stores, keep track 
of the people close to you. 
Consider keeping credit cards 
and cash in an inside pocket 
rather than a back pocket or 
in a purse, which is more easily 
snatched. Exercise caution at 
ATM machines, guarding PIN 
codes and retrieving and storing 
withdrawn funds quickly. When 
checking out at the store, ensure 
that your card never leaves your 
hand. Many retailers now have 
chip-imbedded card readers 
that enable customers to com-
plete transactions without hand-
ing over their cards.

Check receipts and statements
Because digital theft and identity 
theft spike this time of year, be 
sure to cross-reference purchases 
made against banking and cred-
it card statements frequently. 
Alert banking institutions to any 
fraudulent purchases immediate-
ly so you will not be responsible. 
Then have new cards issued 
and prior accounts closed. Shop 
from secured sites, and only use 
secure WiFi connections. 

Keep gifts and purchases 
out of sight
Do not leave bags in the back 
seat of a car in plain sight of 
thieves. Hide purchases in the 
trunk or under a cargo cover 
in an SUV or truck. Also, do not 
advertise what you’ve bought 
or received to thieves by leaving 
the empty boxes outside. That 
big-screen TV box is a big give-
away that you now have expen-
sive electronics in the house.

Shoppers must be vigilant 
during the holiday season to avoid 
being victimized by thieves.

H oliday shopping season 
typically begins the day 
after Thanksgiving and 

extends all the way to Christmas 
Eve. While that’s a considerable 
amount of time for shoppers to 
find gifts for everyone on their 
shopping list, many people will still 
find themselves putting holiday 
shopping off until the 
last minute.

In certain ways, last-minute 
holiday shopping is easier than 
ever. Thanks to online retailers 
who can ship products over-
night, men and women who 
delay their holiday shopping 
have more options at their dis-
posal than they did before the 
arrival of the Internet. And unlike 
the days of yore when the best 
deals were largely exclusive to 
Black Friday, some shoppers find 
that competition between online 
retailers and traditional brick-
and-mortar stores is so great that 
deals can be found regardless of 
when they begin shopping. But 
while waiting until the last min-
ute to begin holiday shopping 
may not be as risky as it used 
to be, shoppers may still benefit 
by sticking to certain strategies 
so they can find the perfect gifts 
without breaking 
the bank.

Stay within your budget. Even 
last-minute shoppers have 
holiday shopping budgets. But 
it can be harder for last-minute 

shoppers to stick to their budgets 
because they have less time to 
comparison shop and hunt for 
deals. As the holiday shopping 
season winds down, resist the 
temptation to go over budget. 
If a gift you had in mind is avail-
able but more than you can 
spend, look for something else. 
Overspending on holiday shop-
ping in December is a recipe for 
debt in January, and no shopper 
wants to begin the new year 
weighed down by consumer 
debt.

Shop local. National chains and 
big box retailers are renowned 
for rolling out great deals during 
the holiday season, but such 
stores may have very limited or 
unimpressive inventory left by 
the time last-minute shoppers 
begin shopping. Local retailers 
are often incapable of slashing 
prices as significantly as their 
larger competitors, and that may 
mean they have more extensive 
inventories available throughout 
the holiday shopping season. In 
addition, shoppers who stick with 
local retailers won’t have to pay 
shipping costs to ensure items 
arrive on time.

Shop during off-peak hours. 
Shopping during off-peak hours 
can help last-minute shoppers 
make efficient use of the limit-
ed time they have to buy gifts 
for their loved ones. Visit stores 

early in the morning or late at 
night, or schedule a midweek 
afternoon shopping trip so you 
aren’t spending what little time 
you have left waiting on lines or 
hunting for parking.

Give something less traditional. 
Holiday gifts need not come from 
stores. Rather than spending 
their time shopping for gifts for 
loved ones who seemingly have 
it all, last-minute shoppers can 
give the gift of a donation in their 

loved one’s name. Last-minute 
shoppers who want to give 
something more tangible can 
create a homemade gift that’s 
both unique and heartfelt. If your 
DIY skills are lacking, give a loved 
one the gift of a night out on the 
town at your expense.

Shoppers who wait until the 
end of the holiday shopping sea-
son to begin their searches for 
holiday gifts can still find great 
gifts without going broke.

Last-minute
holiday shopping tips

 Stay safe
this holiday season
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F ew things can be as em-
barrassing as opening a gift 
only to find that what is nes-

tled beneath the tissue paper and 
wrapping is an item you know isn’t 
new. Even more embarrassing are 
those times when the gift you just 
opened is something you actually 
gave the gift giver in months or 
years past. 

Re-gifting can be a touchy 
subject. Some people are com-
pletely against the practice, 
while others feel that passing 
on items they have little use for 
is a creative way to recycle and 
reduce waste. 

No matter its reputation, 
re-gifting is pretty common. A 
2012 Holiday Re-gifting Survey 
from on-line classifieds site 
Bookoo found a whopping 92 
percent of respondents believe 
it’s completely acceptable to 
re-gift items, and more than 
87 percent believe they have 
been on the receiving end of a 
re-gifted item. Other research 
also sheds light on the popu-
larity of re-gifting. According 
to a 2014 American Express 
Spending & Saving Tracker sur-
vey, 76 percent of participants 
feel re-gifting is acceptable.  

No matter which side you 
support in the great re-gifting 
debate, recognize there is a right 
and a wrong way to re-gift.

Consider whether the gift 
has use for someone else. It 
is one thing to re-gift an item 
just to get it out of your home, 
and another to do so because 
you think it would be a better 
fit for someone else. Perhaps 

you received a set of crochet 
hooks and blanket patterns 
because you mentioned in 
passing that you may want to 
take up the hobby, but realized 
it’s simply not your thing. It’s fine 
to gift those hooks and books 
with some new yarn to some-
one who is an avid fan of cro-
chet. But passing on a garden 
gnome to a friend who lives in 
an apartment is not a good 
idea. Before re-gifting, try to 
find the right match for the gift. 
If you can’t, donate the item 
instead.

Be sure the gift is in good con-
dition. A re-gifted item should be 

in working order, clean and not 
noticeably used. If you suspect 
you will re-gift an item, keep the 
original packaging — better yet, 
don’t open the box — and offer 
it in like-new condition. If the item 
has been gathering dust or smells 
musty from being in a basement, 
it may not be fit for gifting.

Keep a gift list file. The first rule 
of re-gifting is not to re-gift an 
item to the person who originally 
gave it to you. It can be difficult 
to keep track of who gave what 
from memory, so keep a running 
list in a notebook or on a file 
on your computer. Try to re-gift 
between different social circles, 

too. This way you can avoid any 
potentially embarrassing situa-
tions.

Embrace re-gifting. Take 
re-gifting out of the shadows by 
making the process a center-
piece of your holiday celebra-
tions. Participate in a grab bag 
of re-gifted items. You never 
know what you might pull out of 
the bag, and it may add some 
lighthearted joy to holiday gath-
erings.

Re-gifting no longer carries the 
stigma it once did. When done 
right, re-gifting can be a cost-ef-
fective and earth-conscious way 
to share joy with others.

To avoid a re-gifting faux pas, keep track of gifts given to you by friends and family members.

Re-gifting 
in a tactful way

Hold on to wrapping supplies
In addition to the billions of dollars shoppers 

spend each year on holiday gifts, quite a lot of 
money is spent on the bags, boxes and paper used 
to wrap those gifts. Unity Marketing says the average 
person spends between $70 and $100 on wrapping 
supplies during the holiday season. While it is nice 
to add some new items to the wrapping mix each 
year, collecting and conserving bags 
and tissue is a wise and Eco-friendly, 
cost-saving measure. For those hosting 
the holidays this year, set up two storage 
bins in the room where you and your loved 
ones will be unwrapping presents. One 
bin can be used to collect clothing 
boxes that are in good shape, while 
the other can be used to organize gift 
bags and bows. Encourage guests 
to take some of the used wrapping 
paper to use again next year.
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Make this the year to 
budget for charitable giving

Budgets are an important 
component of personal financ-
ing. Without a thorough under-
standing of the rate of money 
going in and out of their bank 
accounts, people cannot accu-
rately assess their potential for 
spending and saving. Budgets 
are also handy for paying off 
debt and planning for the future. 
Those who budget may find they 
have more money to devote to 
leisure or other worthwhile en-
deavors, such as donating to 
charity.

Establishing a charity budget 
makes it possible for people to 
focus on doing good and help-
ing others. Charitable giving also 
comes with the beneficial side 
effect of establishing extra tax 
deductions for 
some individuals. 

Many people only think of 
charitable giving at the end 
of the year, when the holiday 
season tends to inspire philan-
thropy. However, many people’s 
end-of-year finances are already 
stretched thin thanks to holiday 
shopping and entertaining. As 
a result, men and women who 
wait until the end of the year to 

donate may not be able to be 
as charitable as they would like. 
That’s why focusing on charity 
as part of a yearly budget can 
stretch dollars even further.

Establish a giving level
By examining their finances, peo-
ple can get a better picture of 
how much money they have for 
discretionary spending, includ-
ing charitable giving. However, 
income alone may not dictate 
just how charitable a person 
can be. For example, according 
to a McClatchy analysis of U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 

poorest Americans often donate 
larger percentages of their in-
comes than their wealthier coun-
terparts. Generally speaking, 
the typical amount most people 
aspire to donate to charity rang-
es from 3 to 10 percent of taxed 
income. 

To make a charitable giving bud-
get work, consider these tips.

Make a list of charities that 
have meaning to you. If you do 
not have specific choices, se-
lect categories, such as politics, 
education and community, and 

then go from there.

Assess your giving ability in 
dollar value. Be sure charitable 
giving does not come at the ex-
pense of necessary daily living.

Divide the available funds 
against the charities selected.

Set aside specific times of year 
that you will make the donations 
so as not to feel burdened at any 
one time of year.

Leave an emergency fund for 
donations that cannot be 
planned, such as diaster relief or 
to help someone with medical 
bills.

Sign up for recurring payments 
for yearly giving to take the 
work out of remembering to 
give. Other organizations can 
distribute donations to the kinds 
of charities you prefer, making 
giving even more automatic.

Budgeting for charitable giv-
ing enables greater year-round 
control of funds for beneficial 
purposes.

ANGEL TREE 
Join with us to provide gifts for children of deserving families in 
our community who can’t afford to put presents under the tree. 
Your gifts can bring a smile to a child’s face!

SUPPORT THE Y
We rely on the generosity of our community to offer programs 
in youth development, healthy living and social responsibility to 
everyone on the First Coast.

THE GIFT OF HEALTH
Gift cards are available for personal training, nutrition coaching, 
youth sports, massages and more. It’s a gift that’s truly 
life-changing.

A small gift can make 
a BIG difference.

BARCO-NEWTON FAMILY YMCA
2075 TOWN CENTER BLVD. 

904.278.9622

DYE CLAY FAMILY YMCA
3322 MOODY AVE.

904.272.4304

FirstCoastYMCA.org
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Charity fraud is a devious 
crime that victimizes both donors 
and the people and organiza-
tions who rely on donations to 
get by. Such fraud is more com-
mon than many people may 
know, and the people perpetrat-
ing the fraud may surprise pro-
spective donors as well.

In 2015, the Federal Trade 
Commission and attorneys 
general in all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia filed a law-
suit against four cancer chari-
ties they accused of scamming 
consumers out of more than 
$187 million. The lawsuit alleged 
the groups used sophisticated, 
deceptive accounting schemes 
to defraud donors and make 
their charities appear larger and 
more efficient than they actually 
were. So while it’s easy to as-
sume all perpetrators of charity 
fraud are shady criminals acting 
alone on the other end of the 
telephone, donors should know 
that charity fraud can be perpe-
trated by sophisticated business-
men as well.

Donors concerned about 
charity fraud can protect them-

selves and the money they have 
earmarked for charitable dona-
tions in various ways.

Request written information. 
Sophisticated fraud operations 
are successful because they 
make concerted efforts to ap-
pear as legitimate as possible. 
So a willingness to provide writ-
ten information and brochures 
does not necessarily mean a 
charity is lawful. However, an 
organization’s unwillingness or 
inability to produce such in-
formation is a telltale sign of a 
fraudulent operation or one that 
may be unorganized and unable 
to meet its mission. Steer clear of 
such organizations.

Request and/or order tax re-
turns. In the United States, copies 
of certain returns filed with the 
Internal Revenue Service by char-
ities and nonprofits are available 
for purchase from the IRS. Many 
reputable organizations may 
share their tax returns with pro-
spective donors, but donors who 
want to exercise due diligence 
can order the documents them-
selves.

Check a charity’s rating. 

Since 2001, Charity Navigator 
has examined tens of thousands 
of nonprofit financial docu-
ments in an effort to develop 
an unbiased, objective and 
numbers-based rating system 
for charitable organizations. 
Prospective Donors can access 
these ratings free of charge as 
they look to make more informed 
and intelligent giving decisions 
and avoid being victimized by 
fraudulent or dishonest organiza-
tions.

Never feel pressured to do-

nate. Solicitors or fundraisers 
of reputable organizations are 
discouraged from pressuring pro-
spective donors for donations. 
Telephone or in-person solicitors 
who employ pressure tactics 
when seeking donations are very 
likely affiliated with fraudulent or 
incompetent organizations.

Charity fraud victimizes do-
nors and the people and or-
ganizations they seek to assist. 
Prospective donors should take 
time to properly vet charities be-
fore making their donations.

Protect yourself 
against charity fraud

Donors who take time to vet charities prior to making donations 
can protect themselves against charity fraud.
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Albert Schweitzer once said “Do 
something for somebody every day for 
which you don’t get paid.” Mr. Schweitzer 
clearly understood the role of community 
in enriching the lives of those around 
us. The Clay County Humane Society’s 
commitment to this cause isn’t limited 
to within its four walls. As we complete 
our 40th year, we look back at all we 
have accomplished. Clay Humane 
has served as a voice for the animals 
through campaigns in our communities 
and schools aimed at fostering humane 
attitudes toward all living creatures. Since 
its inception, The Society has sterilized 
more than 100,000 animals, including 
25,000 cats via our free cat sterilization 
program. Through the years, hundreds of 
orphaned or injured wildlife species have 
also been rehabilitated and successfully 
returned to their native habitats with 
the hope of preserving nature for the 
generations that follow. And with only 
smiles as payment, groups of dedicated 
volunteers visit seniors in nursing homes 
and lend crucial assistance to disabled 
and disadvantaged persons with pets.

But thousands more need our help.
We hope that you will consider being 

a generous supporter of our programs 
that help so many animals in need - 
domesticated and wild, owned and feral, 
well and injured. Your kind gift enables us 
to reach more animals….to prevent more 
suffering and needless deaths. People like 
you, who value the unconditional love and 
companionship that only a pet can bring, 
count on us to help protect that special 
bond. Every cent you contribute to CCHS 
this holiday season will go to support 
our many worthwhile programs 
and the vital services 
that they provide to our 
community. Every gift helps 
spay or neuter a cat, preventing 
the unwanted birth of hundreds of 
cats who contribute to overcrowded 
shelters and high euthanasia rates. 
Each gift may sponsor a bird of prey’s 
medical care and diet while rehabilitating 
to return to the wild. Each donation can 
make emergency surgery and life-saving 
measures possible for an abused, 
critically injured dog. Your donation 
could equip our disaster response 
team to assist during fi res, fl oods, 
and evacuations. Every penny counts. 

There are many ways you can 
continue to support Clay Humane as 
we head into our most exciting and 
ambitious year ever: 

TOO BUSY TO SHOP? NO PROBLEM!
•   Send a Holiday card from Clay 

Humane. Make a tax-deductible online 
(or mail in!) monetary gift in honor of 
your loved ones to send holiday cheer 
and let them know lives have been 
saved in their honor. 

•   Make your mark on our “Building a 
More Humane Future” plaque! With a 
minimum donation of $500, you can 
honor an individual or a beloved 
pet in our permanent collection 

engraved with a name.
•   Sponsor a Clay Humane program. All 

donations of $1,500 or greater will help 
sponsor a program of your choosing 
including Wildlife Rehabilitation, 
Pet Assisted Therapy, and Humane 
Education, to name a few. 

SHOPPING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL?
•   Choose Clay Humane as your charity 

of choice when shopping Amazon 
Smile this holiday season! Where else 
can your purchases save lives?!

A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING…
•   Donate to the future! Consider a 

recurring monthly gift that spreads 
cheer all year long!

•   Leave your mark on Clay Humane with 
a gift to our permanent endowment 
fund. Your gift will be a lasting 
contribution that assures a better 
future for the thousands of homeless, 
neglected, or forgotten animals that 
need our help in the community. 

•   Adopt, foster, volunteer, and most 
importantly, spay and neuter!

The overwhelming task of improving the 
lives of others – both two and four-legged 
– is not the job of one person, but many. 
It is through solid cooperative efforts, and 
compassion for our fellow living beings, 
that our community will fl ourish. The Clay 
County Humane Society is proud to lead 
the way toward a community that shares a 
vision of better lives for our animals and, in 
turn, for those who love them. 

We wish you peace during the coming 
holidays and all year through.

Clay Humane

Mercy Support Services is based in Clay County and serves individuals 
and families who live here. Most are people who have come upon hard 
times through no fault of their own, and many are children and teens.

As the holidays approach, we ask that you “Have A Heart For Mercy” 
and make a gift to support the programs that provide local families a 
hand up, not a hand out. It is our mission to guide those in need from 
a temporary crisis to permanent self-suffi ciency.

Recurring gifts help sustain our monthly programs.
$25 provides a bus pass for transportation to work for one month
$50 provides gas cards for transportation to work for two weeks

$100 provides four counseling sessions for a single parent
$250 pays for utilities for one month for a family of four
$500 pays for groceries for a month for a family of fi ve

Your gift of any size can make a real difference in someone’s life, and 
it stays right here in Clay County, helping your neighbors.

Please go online today at www.MercySupportServices.org 
and make your tax-deductible donation or call 904.297.4052.

God Bless You and Merry Christmas

Have A Heart For Mercy

www.MercySupportServices.org

904.297.4052
Mercy Support Services is a charitable 501(c)3 organization eligible to receive tax deductible donations.
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The Paul E. and Klare N. Reinhold Foundation, Inc. supports nonprofi t organizations that serve 
Clay County – the community that provided such a fulfi lling life for its founders, Paul and Klare 
Reinhold. Paul and Klare were deeply religious, devoted to family and community, and together 
they supported many philanthropic and charitable causes.
 
Today, the Foundation is overseen by Paul and Klare’s grandchildren and great grandchildren, 
who have implemented programs that support nonprofi t organizations that strive to improve 
the quality of life for residents of Clay County. Principal 
among these programs are the Reinhold Foundation Nonprofi t 
Leadership Development and Capacity Building Initiative, 
dedicated to enhancing the leadership skills within nonprofi t 
organizations that serve Clay County, and Celebrate Clay, an 
annual awards program created to recognize, reward, and 
encourage community service within Clay County. Founded in 
1954, the Paul & Klare Reinhold Foundation is celebrating more 
than 60 years of philanthropy.  www.reinhold.net

Perpetuating the ethos of cathedral 
building in doing good in the community

2018 Celebrate Clay Award Recipients

Challenge Enterprises Receives the 2018 Paul E. 
Reinhold Community Service Award of the Year

2018 Nonprofi t Leadership Development Graduates

FLEMING ISLAND, Florida – The Paul 
E. and Klare N. Reinhold Foundation, 
Inc. will begin accepting applications on 
December 11, 2018 for the 2019 Cele-
brate Clay awards, a community service 
awards program that recognizes remark-
able organizations and individuals serv-
ing the Clay County community. Appli-
cations will be reviewed by a panel of 
community judges and cash awards will 

be presented at the Awards Breakfast 
to those nonprofi t groups providing out-
standing services during calendar year 
2018. Up to $75,000 in cash awards, 
ranging from the $750 Category Awards 
to the $10,000 Paul E. Reinhold Commu-
nity Service Award, will be presented at 
the 2019 Awards Breakfast on April 23rd. 
The 2019 program will bring the total 
cash awards to $765,000 presented to 

Clay County area nonprofi t organizations 
since Celebrate Clay’s inception in 2009. 

All 501 (c) 3 nonprofi t groups that 
provided services to Clay County resi-
dents in 2018 are encouraged to apply. 
Details and applications will be avail-
able beginning December 11th at www.
reinhold.net. The application deadline is 
February 5, 2019.

The grant programs of The Paul E. & 

Klare N. Reinhold Foundation, Inc. sup-
port nonprofi t organizations that work to
improve the quality of life for Clay Coun-
ty residents. 

♥
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

contact: Amy Parker, Executive 
Director, 904-269-5857 ext. 404, 

aparker@reinhold.net

Reinhold Foundation accepting applications for “Celebrate Clay”

2018 Celebrate Clay Judges: Fred Meiners, Neely P. Towe, Stephanie Massey, Amy Pope-Wells, 
and George M. Egan, with Amy Parker, Executive Director, Reinhold Foundation.
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Clay County Habitat Built 165th Home 
Through shelter, we empower

Green Cove Springs, FL – Clay 
County Habitat for Humanity 
built 165 homes throughout the 
county. The majority of homes 
have been built in Green Cove 
Springs. Clay County Habitat has 
built 105 homes in Green Cove 
Springs, 46 in Middleburg, 12 in 
Orange Park, 1 in Penney Farms, 
and 1 in Keystone Heights. Our 
vision is to create a world where 
everyone has a decent place to 
live.

According to the 2017 Clay 
County Quality of Life Report 
produced by the Clay County 
Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation, residents have been 
experiencing a drastic increase 
in the cost to purchase a home 
from 2012-2017. The average 
cost to purchase a home in Clay 
County now exceeds $172,990. 
Other housing options include 
renting an apartment which has 
been increasingly expensive. 
According to the Low Income 
Housing Coalition’s Out of Reach 
2018 report, a modest 2-bed-
room apartment costs $1,118 in 
the state of Florida. This requires 
someone making minimum 
wage to work 104 hours a week 
to be able to afford their rent.

“In 1977, Clay County Habitat 
for Humanity was formed by 
members of the Penney Farms 
community. Churches in the 
area were our biggest supporters 
and continue to help us today. 
With donations from individual 
donors, foundations, and busi-
nesses, we’ve expanded our 
building capacity to complete 
between 5-8 homes annually,” 
said Carolyn Edwards, Executive 
Director. Our goal has been to 
construct safe and affordable 
homes. Throughout the years, 
the building style has changed 
from the school house style 
which was constructed off site 
and driven to the location to 
our current on-site construc-
tion. Home size depends on the 
needs of the future homeowners, 
but the most popular Habitat 
home size is a 3 bedroom, 2 
bathroom.

Clay County Habitat is able 
to create affordable housing 
with the support of individual 
donors and mission partners like 
Jacksonville Jaguars, TIAA Bank, 
Vystar, Orange Park Medical 
Center, Clay Electric, Wells Fargo, 
Publix Super Market Charities, 
State Farm, Bank of America, 
Whirlpool and other community 
partners. Volunteers and groups 
have generously donated thou-
sands of hours throughout the 
years in order to help construct 
homes. Volunteers have helped 
frame walls, install windows, 

paint, lay sod, hang blinds and 
much more. Alongside the 
volunteers, future home owners 
preform sweat equity hours at 
their homes. Cathy Davy, a Clay 
County Habitat Homeowner, says 
“it is a unique and wonderful ex-
perience learning how to install 
things like your dishwasher.”

About Clay County Habitat for 
Humanity

Clay County Habitat for 
Humanity (CCHH) was estab-
lished in 1977, building its first 
home in Penney Farms. Our 
mission is to build or renovate 
safe, decent and affordable 
housing in partnership with the 
community for low to moderate 
income families. Since our in-
ception, we have constructed 
165 homes serving more than 
650 adults and children in Green 
Cove Springs, Middleburg, 
Orange Park, Penney Farms and 
Keystone Heights. CCHH provides 
a safe place for families to live, 
grow and build a better future as 
well as embrace new opportuni-
ties.

About Habitat for Humanity
Driven by the vision that ev-

eryone needs a decent place to 
live, Habitat for Humanity began 
in 1976 as a grassroots effort on 
a community farm in Southern 
Georgia. The Christian housing 
organization has since grown to 
become a leading global non-
profit working in more than 1,300 
communities throughout the U.S. 
and in more than 70 countries. 
Families and individuals in need 
of a “Hand Up” partner with 
Habitat for Humanity to build 

or improve a place they can 
call home. Habitat homeown-
ers help build their own homes 
alongside volunteers and pay an 
affordable mortgage. Through 
financial support, volunteering or 
adding a voice to support afford-

able housing, everyone can help 
families achieve the strength, 
stability and self-reliance they 
need to build better lives for 
themselves. Through shelter, we 
empower. To learn more, visit 
www.habitat.org.

Danny King, Former Board 
President

Volunteer Prayer

Volunteers Roofing

School House Style Home 
on the Move

School House Style in Place
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This sentiment is something everyone treasures.

For the first time, these new homeowners will

share the joy in hosting holiday celebrations and

creating new traditions in their homes. 

 

 Through the 41 year history of Clay County

Habitat for Humanity, we've made it possible for

165 families to have a home for the holidays. 

 Your support and generosity made this possible.  

 

Clay County Habitat for Humanity needs your

support to continue our mission - seeking to put

God's love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings

people together to build homes. 

 

Please consider donating, volunteering, or

shopping at the ReStore. 

 
To make a donation: 

Online - www.clayhabitat.org 
Mail - P.O. Box 240, Orange Park, FL 32067

1717 Blanding Blvd. Middleburg, FL 32068 
(904) 282 - 7590

Wishing you and your family a 
blessed holiday season!

Home for the Holidays




